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A warm welcome to the April edition of the KMBC newsletter to 
all members new and old.  

Last month saw the untimely death at the age of 42 years of 
Mick Armitage. I am sure that everyone in the club would join 
me in sending our condolences to his partner Tracy and his 
family. 

On a lighter note, the season has started well with the March 
Hare sail race being won again by Doug Potter, the Scale Is-
land Endurance Race was a near thing between Jack Stanley 
and Fred Senior, with Jack just passing the line to finish half a 
lap in front. The New Technology Island Endurance was won 
again this year by Noel “Jabba” Smith having completed 53 
laps of the lake equivalent to nearly 16 Kilometres, quite an 
achievement. 

Quite a few new members have joined us this year, boosting 
our membership to more than last year to stand at 159, seems 
we must be doing things right. So a warm welcome to them all. 

Events for the near future include the Blue Ribband Sail race 
on 24th April, the Model Steam Boat Convention and Paddle 
boat meeting combined with Moutfleet Models Open day 
on May 8th. Then we have Mobile Marine Open Day at Wil-
ton park on May 30th, so come along and enjoy the fun and 
help with the setting up and dismantling on these day please. 

The ladies in the refreshment tent would appreciate that Sand-
wiches and cakes donated on the day are wrapped in clingflilm 
or in sealed plastic bags, thank you. 

    Phill Bowker. 

 

 

Blue Ribband  
Sail Race  

Sunday April 24th 
10.30am Start 

Doug Potter receiving March Hare Trophy 

from Club President Brian Daffern.  

Jack Stanley receiving Scale Island 

Endurance Trophy from  

Pat Reffin 

Yachts at Wilton Park. 

Those readers who are fortunate enough to be retired, working shifts, or wishing to “escape” on Wednesday afternoon’s and 
with an interest in model yachting might care to pop along to Wilton Park one day. We have an active, enthusiastic and grow-
ing number of R/C model yacht skippers sailing all manner of yachts from 12.30pm till around 4.00pm EVERY Wednesday 
come, rain, hail, shine, plague of frogs etc.. 

Absolutely everyone is welcome, and if you don’t have a yacht you’ll invariably be given one and encouraged to have a go. 
(But please be charitable enough not to win a race on your first outing! It might embarrass all the regulars who think they 
know something about the capricious winds at Wilton Park. 

On the second Wednesday of each month we hold unrestricted events racing for two trophies competed for over a winter and 
summer series of races. Two very nice cut-glass trophies have been donated by members and are up for grabs. We charge 
£0.50 for each open race with the proceeds going to a charity every year when we count up what’s in the tin. Last year we 
raised +£80 for the RNIB which was gratefully received. 

On all other Wednesday‘s we hold handicapped races designed to ensure that all competitors have a good 
chance of winning at least once during the year. Entry is FREE but the winner each week has to buy a packet of 
5x Cadbury’s Flakes to present to the winner the following week, winning has it’s drawback!        P.T.O. 



 

www.kirkleesmodelboatclub.org.uk 

                                                                                                                                                              Page 2. 

Yachts at Wilton Park Continued. 

Handicaps are calculated weekly and updated every two months and provide some exciting finishes. On more than one oc-
casion we have had 3 or more yachts charging for the line after over 25 minutes racing. 

If you are interested, please come along and join in the fun. You’ll  be made very welcome indeed and may get bitten by the 
sailing BUG. 

Scale Island Endurance March 27th. 

Oop’s Harry at least the superstructure 

Is tied on with a piece of string!!!! 

                         MARCH HARE SAIL RACE RESULTS  
    

1. Doug Potter  Victoria  S Class placing. 

2. John Goodyear  Northwind 

3. Steve Sullivan  Northwind 

4. Jack Stanley  Victoria 

5. Roy Clarkson  Northwind 

6. Stuart Smith  Own Design 

7. Fred Senior  Northwind 

8. Raymond Binns  S Class  5points 

9. Colin Stacey  Northwind 

10. Harold Robinson  S Class  4 points 

11. Richard Nallon  Sea Dolphin 

12. Harry Sharpe  Northwind 

13. Vic Robson  S Class  3points   

Scale Island Endurance Race Results 27th March 2011. 

 

1. Jack Stanley Sea Hornet Minor  30 laps 

2. Fred Senior RAF Launch  29 laps 

3. Nigel Firth  Tug “Harry O”  18 laps 

4. Harry Sharp Pilot Boat  11 laps 

5=       Brian Senior  Puffer Northlight  9 laps 

5=       Terry Scarth Puffer Moonlight  9 laps 

            Phill Bowker  Shoseimaru  D.N.F. 

           Mick Burtop Trinity   D.N.F. 

           Stan Reffin Lobster Boat  D.N.F. 

New Technology Island Endurance Race 

Results 10th April 2011. 

1. Noel “Jabba” Smith   Cabin Cruiser   53 laps 

2. John Goodyear         Cabin Cruiser    43 laps 

3. Fred Senior               Club 500            39 laps 

4. Jack Stanley             Cabin Cruiser     22 laps 

  

 53 laps at approximately 300 metres  per lap 

 Equates to 15.9 kilometres per hour. 

 Or 9.88 miles per hour. 

  WOW!! 

Stan’s Ramblings will appear in the next issue of the newsletter, congratulations to Chris Behan for his Superb 
model of an LCAC hovercraft (Landing Craft Air Cushion) with which he won a Silver Medal in the prestigious 
David Owen competition at the recent Ellesmere Port Trade Show. Well done again Chris. 

Don’t forget       May 8th will be our second year for the  MODEL STEAM CONVENTION with 

 Electric powered Paddle Boats and this year combined with 

MOUNTFLEET MODELS OPEN DAY. 

Then on May 30th we are holding 

MOBILE MARINE OPEN DAY AT WILTON PARK. 

Tug Towing by KMBC and fun for all. 

For information ring Stan Reffin 0113 267 5790 


